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Bureau of Land Management 

Eagle Lake Field Office 

FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT DETERMINATION 

TEMPORARY LAND CLOSURE within the TWIN PEAKS  

HERD MANAGEMENT AREA WILD HORSE and BURRO GATHER 

DOI-BLM-CA-N050-2010-37-EA 

BACKGROUND 

The purpose of the Proposed Action evaluated under EA# DOI-BLM-CA-N050-2010-37 is to 
limit public access through temporary closure of the public lands surrounding proposed gather 
and holding locations associated with the Twin Peaks Herd Management Area (HMA) Wild 
Horse and Burro Gather for the period of August 9, 2010 through September 30, 2010.  The 
temporary closure would promote the safety and welfare of the wild horses and burros, and 
protect members of the public, as well as BLM and contractor personnel conducting gather 
operations.   

FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT  

Based upon the review of EA# DOI-BLM-CA-N050-2010-37, and its associated administrative 
record, it is my determination that the implementation of the Proposed Action will not have 
significant environmental impacts beyond those already addressed in the EA and that the 
Proposed Action is in conformance with the Eagle Lake Resource Management Plan, 2008.  I 
have determined that the Proposed Action is not a major federal action, and will not significantly 
affect the quality of the human environment, individually or cumulatively with other actions in 
the general area.  For these reasons an environmental impact statement or a supplement to the 
existing environmental assessment does not need to be prepared.   

CONTEXT AND INTENSITY 

This finding is based on my consideration of the Council on Environmental Quality’s (CEQ) 

criteria for significance (40 CFR 1508.27), both with regard to the context and to the intensity of 

the impacts described in the EA or as articulated in the letters of comment. 

Context:  The project is a site-specific action which by itself does not have international, 
national, regional, or state-wide importance. 

Intensity: The following discussion is based on the relevant factors that should be considered in 
evaluating intensity as described in 40 CFR 1508.27: 

1. Impacts that may be both beneficial and adverse.  A significant effect may exist even if the 
Federal agency believes that on balance the effect will be beneficial. 
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I have determined that none of the direct, indirect or cumulative impacts associated with 
Alternative A are significant, individually or combined.   

2. The degree to which the proposed action affects public health or safety.   

The Proposed Action is designed to protect human health and safety, as well as the health 
and safety of wild horses by allowing the BLM to implement a temporary closure of public 
lands associated with the Twin Peaks Gather if deemed necessary. 

3. Unique characteristics of the geographic area such as proximity to historic or cultural 
resources, park lands, prime farmlands, wetlands, wild and scenic rivers, or ecologically 
critical areas.  

The Twin Peaks HMA contains many unique and important biological, geological, scenic, 
and cultural resources.  However, these resources will not be impacted by the proposed 
temporary land closure. 

4. The degree to which the effects on the quality of the human environment are likely to be 
highly controversial.   

Effects of temporary closures are well known and understood.  This is demonstrated through 
the effects analysis in the EA. 

5. The degree to which the possible effects on the human environment are highly uncertain 
or involve unique or unknown risks.   

The analysis provided in the EA does not indicate that the proposed action would involve any 
unique or unknown risks. 

6. The degree to which the action may establish a precedent for future actions with 
significant effects or represents a decision in principle about a future consideration.  

Future projects occurring within the Twin Peaks HMA would be evaluated through the 
appropriate NEPA process and analyzed under a site-specific NEPA document.  The 
Proposed Action does not set a precedent for future actions.   
 

7. Whether the action is related to other actions with individually insignificant but 
cumulatively significant impacts – which include connected actions regardless of land 

ownership.  

There are no related or connected actions associated with the Proposed Action. 
 
8. The degree to which the action may adversely affect districts, sites, highways, structures, or 

other objects listed in or eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places or 
may cause loss or destruction of significant scientific, cultural, or historical resources.  

The Twin Peaks HMA contains several important archaeological sites, some of which are 
eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places.  However, these resources will 
not be impacted by the proposed temporary land closure. 
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9. The degree to which the action may adversely affect an endangered or threatened species 
or its habitat that has been determined to be critical under the Endangered Species Act of 
1973. 

There are no threatened or endangered plants or animals known to occur within the project or 
the surrounding area.   
 

10. Whether the action threatens a violation of a federal, state, or local law, regulation or 
policy imposed for the protection of the environment, where nonfederal requirements are 
consistent with federal requirements.  

The Proposed Action does not violate any known federal, state, or local law, or requirement 
imposed for the protection of the environment.  

 

 
 
 
         
                August 11, 2010 
      ___________________________________        

Kenneth R. Collum     Date 
Acting Field Manager       

 


